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How does God’s kingdom come? 

God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we 

believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity.  Luther’s Small 

Catechism 

 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 

is a miracle in bread and wine!  By the Word of Christ, His very body and very blood are truly 

present in this gift.  Based on Scripture, we ask everyone to examine themselves prior to receiving 

the Lord’s Supper: 

1. Do I acknowledge that I am a sinner and deserve God’s wrath and eternal punishment? 
2. Am I truly sorry for my sins? 
3. Do I believe that Jesus Christ died for me and shed His blood on the cross for the 

forgiveness of my sins? 
4. Do I desire, with God’s help, to conform my life to God’s Word? 
5. Do I believe that the true body and blood of Christ are miraculously present in the bread 

and wine in this meal? 

If you join us, young children are encouraged to come forward to receive a blessing but are 

generally not served communion until they have gone through instruction, typically during 6 th-8th 

grade.  Guests who desire to commune but have questions about our understanding of this 

Sacrament are encouraged to speak with the pastor or an elder before the service. 

The individual cups in the outer rings of the tray are filled with wine.  If you prefer non-alcoholic 

wine, please choose an individual cup in the center of the tray.  You may choose to receive a gluten 

free wafer from the center of the table. 

During communion distribution, ushers will show you forward.  Fill in the rails from the outside 

toward the center.  After you are finished receiving, each group will be given the Blessing.  You 

may then return to your seat. 

 

Record of Fellowship 

The Elders will distribute the Record of Fellowship pads during the offering. Please sign each 
person’s name on a separate line (adults and children on separate lines) and indicate in the boxes 
if you are communing today, are a visitor, and wish to be contacted. If you have a change of address 
or other information please include that information or call the church office with the details. Pass 
the pad toward the center aisle of the church.  Thank you and welcome! 

mailto:office@faithteller.org
http://www.faithteller.org/
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As We Gather 

The Early Church realized that there should be twelve apostles, as they carried on 
the ministry our Lord gave them. So they replaced Judas with Matthias. Their 
names are even inscribed in the foundations of the perfect new Jerusalem in 
John’s vision in Revelation. There, Jesus identifies Himself as “the Alpha and the 
Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end” (Revelation 22:13). There 
is no other; He is perfectly united with the Father. Because of our imperfect 
condition, however, our Lord prays for our oneness with Him, “so that the world 
may know that You sent Me and loved them even as You loved Me” (John 17:23). 
Today, we ask God to help us display the oneness and love that we have received 
from Him, rejoicing with the psalmist, “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when 
brothers dwell in unity!” (Psalm 133:1). 
 
Prelude              
 
O Sons and Daughters of the King    LSB 470 
 
Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

A In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

A Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

A If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

A   Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and 
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let 
us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking 
His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 
to everlasting life. Amen. 
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A Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and 
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C   Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 
Introit    Psalm 61:3, 5–8; antiphon: v. 1 

Hear my cry, O God, 
 listen to my prayer; 
for you have been my refuge, 
 a strong tower against the enemy. 
For you, O God, have heard my vows; 
 you have given me the heritage of those who fear your name. 
Prolong the life of the king; 
 may his years endure to all generations! 
May he be enthroned forever before God; 
 appoint steadfast love and faithfulness to watch over him! 
So will I ever sing praises to your name, 
 as I perform my vows day after day. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Hear my cry, O God, 
 listen to my prayer. 

 
Kyrie 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
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Gloria in Excelsis  

 

 

 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

A    Let us pray. 

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, 
leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You 
promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 
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First Reading Acts 1:12–26 

  12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13And when they 
had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and 
John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 
James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of 
James. 14All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

 15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons 
was in all about 120) and said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which 
the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who 
became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17For he was numbered among us 
and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man bought a field with the 
reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all 
his bowels gushed out. 19And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of 
Blood.) 20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 
 and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 

“‘Let another take his office.’ 

21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the 
day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a 
witness to his resurrection.” 23And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, 
who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, 
who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25to 
take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go 
to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and 
he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
 

A   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  Psalm 133; antiphon: v. 1 

1Behold, how good and pleasant it is 
 when brothers dwell in unity! 
2It is like the precious oil on the head, 
 running down on the beard, 
on the beard of Aaron, 
 running down on the collar of his robes! 
3It is like the dew of Hermon, 
 which falls on the mountains of Zion! 
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, 
 life forevermore. 

 

Epistle Revelation 22:1–20 

 1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street 
of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of 
fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations. 3No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of 
the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4They will see his face, 
and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And night will be no more. They will need 
no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever 
and ever.6And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, 
the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what 
must soon take place.” 7“And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who 
keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 8I, John, am the one who heard 
and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at 
the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9but he said to me, “You must not 
do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with 
those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” 10And he said to me, “Do 
not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. 11Let the 
evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and 
the holy still be holy.” 12“Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with 
me, to repay everyone for what he has done. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 14Blessed are those who wash their 
robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter 
the city by the gates. 15Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually 
immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices 



7 

falsehood. 16“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for 
the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 
17The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” 
And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life 
without price. 18I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: 
if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this 
book, 19and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described 
in this book. 20He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

A   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel  John 17:20–26 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

20[Jesus said:] “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe 
in me through their word, 21that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in 
me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given to 
them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, 
that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent 
me and loved them even as you loved me. 24Father, I desire that they also, 
whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that 
you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the 
world. 25O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know 
you, and these know that you have sent me. 26I made known to them your 
name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have 
loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

 

A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sit 

 
He is Arisen! Glorious Word     LSB 488 
 
Sermon   Pastor John Hopkins, Trinity Lutheran, Hicksville, NY 
 
Stand 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 
After each portion of the prayers: 

A Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

A Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace  

(We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a 
sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.) 

 
Sit 

 
Offering 
 

Offering Voluntary  
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the 
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome 
sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has 
redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He 
has delivered us into new life in Him. 

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body 
given into death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation 
until we pass through death to the promised land of life eternal. 

  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

 



13 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C  Amen. 
  
Agnus Dei 
  

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 
  
For Meditation and Prayer      Jan Schmidt 

     Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness    LSB 563 
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Please join in singing our Distribution Hymn    
 

Jesus Name Above All Names 
 

 

 

Worship Song       Anthony Sacco 
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Nunc Dimittis  Song of Simeon 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 



16 

Benedicamus  

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee   LSB 803   
 
Postlude 
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